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 . Now they were cut off, out-numbered, and beset by the infantry of the legion, so that one could only think of escaping by
dashing through the hail of darts which threatened the Romans every instant. At length, with a burst of speed, the triumphant
gladiators darted between the lines of the foe, and, breathless, yet joyful, they beheld the walls of Ostia towering before them.

The ascent of the hill was not easy, nor was it quickly effected. At length, after every road and path was occupied, the gladiators
encountered a band of soldiers sent by Claudius to intercept them. But the struggle was soon over, and the victors, leaping from
the cars, formed a phalanx to face the enemy. "Now," exclaimed Lucius, "we are saved, for the soldiers are faint with hunger
and thirst. They will surrender at the first sign of friendliness." There was no time to make preparations for a banquet, so the
gladiators rushed through the gate of the city and rushed into the villa of the Caesars, which was open and unguarded, glad to
find such food as might satisfy their hunger. The Roman soldiers of the guard at the gates, seeing the captive army issue in

safety, opened their camp, where the gladius was never used, and, inviting the gladiators to a feast, they entered the city. The
satisfaction they expressed on their arrival was scarcely over when messengers announced that, in obedience to the mandate of

Claudius, a body of twelve legions had crossed the Tiber to Rome. The gates were instantly closed, and the people were
commanded not to open them till the order of the emperor arrived. The following morning, when the people had heard nothing

from Claudius, and when the gates of the city were only guarded by twenty legionaries, they became greatly alarmed. They
found that an immense number of triremes had sailed up the Tiber, and were pouring into the bay, where the ships were brought

to shore, while thousands of men and women were hastening toward the gates, to solicit admittance. In the paroxysms of their
despair, the rabble rushed through the gates, dragged from its place a huge 82157476af
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